
NEWCASTLE BRIDGE CLUB 
 

Committee Meeting Agenda 
 

 

Date/Time of Meeting: Friday 09 June 2017 to start at 1315hrs. 

 

Agenda Items: 
 

1 Apologies. 

 

2 Minutes:  

2.1 Previous committee meeting dated 12
th

 May 2017 

2.2 Special Meeting 20
th

 May 2017 

 

3 Carry-over Issues: 

3.1 Succession training update GR 

3.2 Medical Incident Procedure reissue JB 

3.3 Outcome of Special Meeting re Constitution changes GR 

3.4 Carpark Maintenance update GR 

3.5 Tree removal update JB 

3.6 Country Teams Regional Final report DP 

3.7 2017 Congress update JB 

3.8 2017 Laws of Duplicate Bridge feedback PC 

3.9  

 

4 Financial Reports. 

 

5 General Business: 

5.1 Thursday evening promotion; 

5.2  

 

6 Date for the next committee meeting: Friday 14th July 2017. 
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Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date/Time of Meeting: Friday 09th June 2017 starting at 1:15pm. 

 

In attendance: J Biddlecombe, J Butel, P Peterson, D Puddicombe, E Roach, T Wagstaff, K Wilks and 

G Rummey. 

AGENDA ITEM: 

1. Apologies:  Nil 

2. Minutes 

Committee Meeting Minutes: Tony moved that the minutes from the meeting on 12th May 2017 

be accepted.  Graham seconded the proposal and the minutes were accepted.  Jeff signed the 

minutes as a true record of the meeting. 

 

Special Meeting: Graham moved that the minutes from the Special Meeting on 20th May be 

accepted. David seconded the proposal and the minutes were accepted. Jeff signed the minutes as 

a true record of the special meeting 

 

3. Carry-over Items: 

3.1 Succession training for key positions:  Graham provided Julie with a summary of Secretary Duties.  

Action:  Graham to email the list to Ken for additional input. 

 

3.2 Medical Incident procedure:  Procedure has been reissued. 

Action:  Approval given to Effie to purchase a blanket and pillow. A hard copy of emergency contacts 

needs to be put in a place easily accessible in the case of an emergency. 

 

3.3 Outcome of Special Meeting re Constitution changes: Outcome has been published to the web 

page and a copy posted on the Notice Board. 

Action:  Graham will inform Department of Fair Trading. 

 

3.4 Carpark Maintenance: The quote from a second contractor has been accepted and members have 

been informed. Work is scheduled for Wednesday 21st June, weather permitting. The manager of 

the used car yard at the end of Young Street is willing to allow parking on his site during the works 

provided access to his 2 workshops is not blocked. 

Action:  Graham will send out a notice of arrangements to members. Jeff will keep car yard manager 

informed of developments. 

 

3.5 Tree Removal: Jeff advised that the property owner is now waiting for an arborist to give 

confirmation that the tree needs to be reported (following advice from her insurer that the tree 

presents no risk). It was noted that members are still parking near the tree. 

Action:  Jeff and Tony will give players a reminder at the beginning of each session not to park near the 

tree until the matter is resolved. 

 

3.6 Country Teams Regional Final: Peter reported that all went OK. Top 12 teams qualified to go onto 

the zonal final at Long Jetty; 8 have accepted. 

Action: NIL 
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3.7 2017 Congress Update:  Jeff reported that everything was on track for the event. The only concern 

is a shortage of stand-by players, despite many requests; Jeff is still attempting to resolve. 

Action:  Tony will arrange prize money; Jeff will ensure there are racks in the school’s oven; Tony will 

follow up insurer re extended cash cover; David will ensure  extra pie warmers are available (the Club's 

plus one other). 

 

3.8 2017 Laws of Duplicate Bridge Update:  Peter has reviewed the new laws but has not yet made a 

summary. He advised there is a workshop at Tomaree on 23/7 and that a notice will be sent out to 

all clubs by the organizer. Peter believes it is important someone from our club attends. 

Action:  Peter to follow up re the Tomaree workshop; Ken to attend the NSWBA tutorial session in 

Sydney on 5th/6th August 

 

 

4. Financial Reports:  Tony tabled the financial reports to the end of May - copies attached. 

4.1 Performance Report:  Tony noted that YTD performance continues to be favourable relative to 

both budget and last year. Table fees remain favourable due mainly to Wednesday SV and 

Thursday day sessions. The Performance Report showed a surplus of $26,839. 

4.2 Finance Report:  Funds on hand are $129,691. 

Tony moved that the reports be accepted, seconded by Graham and they were unanimously accepted. 

 

 

5. General Business: 

5.1 Thursday evening promotion:  Graham tabled an email from Larry Bryant (Port Macquarie Club) re 

introducing sessions where strong and weak pairs combine to play in a teams event as an 

encouragement to improve attendance at Thursday night sessions. After discussion, it was agreed 

not to pursue now. 

Action:  Graham to respond to Larry. No further action now – limp along for the remainder of the year 

at least until the next General Meeting. A decision is needed before next year’s program is finalised. 

 

5.2 Introduction of more advanced classes: Ken tabled that he is considering conducting some more 

advanced lessons (e.g. bidding and card play) targeted at those members who have been playing 

for a few years. Julie noted that there is interest amongst novice players to attend lessons to 

reinforce specific aspects of the game. 

Action:  No action at this stage mainly due to the amount of effort involved. 

 

 

6. Next committee meeting:  The next committee meeting will be Friday 14
th

 July to start at 1:15pm. 

Effie and Julie tendered their apologies for this meeting. 

 

Meeting end at 2:15pm. 

 

Confirmed to be a true record of the meeting. 

 

Jeff Biddlecombe 
14 July 2017 
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