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Hi Everyone, 
Is it just me or is time passing by faster! Already the AGM is 
almost here! 
At the recent Coffs Harbour Congress, Phil and Cath 
Hocking had a great result winning the Intermediate/
Restricted Pairs, well done to both. 
As is common with all Bridge Clubs throughout the State 
and Australia, we do have an ageing membership number 
that realistically will diminish in the years ahead. Our 
Committee has included strategies in our Management 
Plan to help overcome with emphasis on recruitment of 
new players. Young people make up one group that is 
proving difficult to attract.  
We have been in contact with Merewether High and the 
School of Performing Arts and so far, it is still early days as 
to whether we will generate any interest from them. 
So, over to you. How about targeting your younger  school 
children and/or grandchildren? We will set up free learning 
sessions at appropriate times and then hopefully dedicated 
playing sessions for young people. Please put on your 
thinking caps and get back to the Committee with your 
ideas. 
Don’t forget the AGM is on Saturday 14th September 
starting at 11 am. If you cannot attend, please send your 
apologies and any other items to Julie Butel.  
Cheers  
Jeff 

From the President 

NEWSLETTER 

Success at Congress 

 

2019 Brisbane Water Super 
Congress 

Chris Williams  P Evans    2nd Open pairs NS 
Rosalie Broughton Ken Wilks   2nd Open Pairs EW 
 

2019 Newcastle Congress  
Sharon Mayo  Greg Mayo  1st Open pairs NS 
H. Bridgeman  Kerrie Norris   1st  Restricted NS 
Alison Lea Effie Roach  1st  Restricted EW 
 

Paul McGrath Michael Simes  
Chris Dibley Michael Seldon  2nd place Open Teams 
 
 

2019 Coffs Coast Gold Congress  
Philip and Cathy Hocking. 1st Intermediate/ 
 Restricted Swiss Pairs  
 

Hunter Region GNOT Regional Final  
Newcastle teams placed 1st, 3rd, 4th  
 

Toronto Congress 
Chris Dibley Team - 3rd place 
Mayo Team - 4th place, Robinson Team - 5th place 
 

Tamworth Swiss Pairs 
Rosalie Broughton Ken Wilks  2nd Place 
 

 

Sept 7-8   Port Macquarie-Hastings Bridge Assoc. Teams 
Sept  14-15   Great Lakes Bridge Club Annual Congress 
Sept 21 - 22  Central Coast Leagues Club Bridge Club Congress 
Sept 21 - 22  Camden Haven Bridge Club Congress 
Oct 6   Round 3 Hunter Interclub (Hawks Nest Bridge Club) 
Oct 12 -13  Muswellbrook Bridge Club  Congress 
Oct 26-27  Tomaree Bridge Club Congress 
Nov 3   Taree Bridge Club Swiss Pairs 
Nov 9-10  Armidale Bridge Club Teams 

Key Dates 

A toast to ... 

Spring - Issue 4  

September 2019 

Thankyou to our Contributors 

Jeff Biddlecombe 
Rosalie Broughton 
Chris Dibley 
Roy Hardy 
Alan Hemmingway 
Peter Peterson 
Graham Rummey 
Ken Wilks 

Become a contributor! 
Deadline for Summer Newsletter? 
November 18 carey48@bigpond.com 

Don’t forget to 
’like’/’share’ our    
Newcastle 
Bridge Club 
Facebook 
Page 



Adventures in Card Play 

Interest in playing 
bridge stemmed from 
my family’s general 
involvement in 
playing cards.  Though 
never bridge players 
themselves, solo, 
whist and cribbage 
were their mainstays 
in addition to any 
form of play involving 
gambling. I was drawn 
to bridge around the 
time I commenced my 
engineering degree at 
Birmingham 
University.  That may 
account for me only 
earning a lower 
second degree rather 
than achieving a 
higher honour.  Never playing to a specific system, it was not until I 
emigrated to Australia that I became aware of ACOL, Gerber, Standard, 
Precision, 2096, etc.  Nevertheless, my fellow students and I enjoyed playing 
simply as a release from the more serious commitment to studies. 

  1971 saw me leaving home shores on a £10 assisted passage with every 
intention of returning overland at the end of my sentence.  Those plans 
quickly changed in favour of more rewarding career opportunities and a 
much-improved lifestyle.  Sue, my wife and two children, Kate and Myles 
have confirmed the value of that decision.  The start of the 80’s saw my 
return to bridge and this time with a more serious approach.  My club play 
has only ever been with the Newcastle Bridge Club where a few of my early, 
longer suffering playing partners have been Peter Phillips, Matt Blackham, 
Sheila Gray and Sharron Marton and more recently Peter Wheatley and Allan 
Charlesworth.  Roy Low tried his best to introduce me to Precision but I 
quickly realised my capabilities and there endeth the lesson. 

  Within those experiences are a few pointers which beginners and newer 
players may consider to improve their own performance.  Firstly, if you are 
serious about wanting to play bridge then selecting the appropriate level at 
which to play will give you the most enjoyment.  Secondly, soundly learn a 
very basic system before introducing any convoluted bids.  Those can be 
added later once you are satisfied that your results are not from mis-bidding 
but from mistakes in your play of the cards.  And therein lies my third point 
which is that if you are not a card player then bridge is not the game at which 
to gain that skill, pick an easier game such as 500.  Bridge can always follow if 
you are looking for a greater challenge. 

  There is a library of books containing individual author’s views of how the 
game should be attacked, and I have read my fair share of those.  Authors 
whom I have found most instructive for my approach to play have included 
Terence Reese (Practical Bidding and Practical Play), Larry Cohen (To Bid or 

Not to Bid) and Paul Mendelson (The Golden Rules of Bridge).  But no 
matter how much you read about systems and play techniques, at the end of 
the day it comes down to realising when and how to apply what you have 
learnt.  Nothing beats hard experience as a teacher. 

Member Profile: Graham Rummey My first exposure to committee 
duties for the Club did not last for 
more than one term and was one 
during which my contribution would 
have been no more than to vote on 
motions about which I had very little 
understanding.  It was Trish Harrigan 
who came up with the grand notion 
that I might be gullible enough to 
stand for the secretary’s position.  I 
was, and little did she realise what 
the Club would be in for; and little 
did I appreciate how steep the 
learning curve and what the demand 
on my time would be.  When I was 
elected unopposed for the role at the 
beginning of the naughties, the 
secretary duties involved no more 
than regular recording of meeting 
minutes plus ensuring the Club was 
represented in State events.  Now 
the Club is a small business with all 
the associated responsibilities to 
provide appropriate management.  
Members of committee need now a 
commercial understanding of 
financial practices to ensure that club 
affairs continue on a sound footing.  I 
would like to think that I was part of 
the team that successfully navigated 
the development and introduction of 
systems to lead the Club through 
those changes. 

Graham was secretary of NCBC for 
16 years. 

Thank you! 

Alfred Sheinwold 

“One advantage of bad bidding is that 
you get practice at playing atrocious 
contracts.” 

 

• After a trick is played you can 
only ask to see those cards again 
if you have not turned your card 
down. 

• Nothing should be recorded or 
written down until after the hand 
is played. 

• The trend now is to respond 1 NT 
with 6-10 points. 

• If you repeat a suit it should be 6 
cards in length. 

Snippets  



 

When my son met the girl he eventually 
married, one of his comments to me was 
she has beautiful hands Mum. So, when I 
did meet her, I gave those hands the 
once-over and they were lovely - long, shapely, beautiful hands. 
You can guess where this is heading, right? In Bridge, the term 
‘shapely hand’ has a whole other meaning. The recognition of a 
shapely hand is one of the tools you must have in your bridge kit 
to help you evaluate the strength of your hand. Stack it up with 
your points total as ways to really know what your hand is capa-
ble of before you even open your mouth to bid. 
 Let’s face it – if you were dealt a hand which had 13 spades, 
you’d have only 10 points but in a spade contract you would be 
unbeatable.  
NL4 thanks Alan Hemmingway for the following article 

The Significance of Shape 
You pick up your hand and discover you have 19 High Card Points 
(HCP) with an even distribution (4, 3, 3, and 3).   You eagerly an-
ticipate writing down 2 Clubs as your opening bid.  Quite exciting 
with a distinct possibility of finding a game fit or even possibly a 
slam fit.    
You pick up the next hand and discover you “only” have 9 HCP.  
You hold six Diamonds, including the Ace of Diamonds.  You also 
have a five card Spade suite headed by the King and Queen of 
Spades. The remaining two cards are two small Hearts with a void 
in Clubs. How disappointing you think, my hand has only nine 
HCP.    
Which is actually the better hand? 
The answer depends almost entirely on what partner holds.  With 
the second hand, partner could have three Diamonds that include 
the King and partner might also have four or five Spades with an 
Honour (preferably the Ace).  Now the excitement level rises.   As 
is almost always the case, distribution will be the key.  Do the op-
ponents’ Diamonds and Spades split evenly?   Either way you and 
partner should be able to bid competitively even though you 
have significantly less than half of the HCP.   
The key here is that the point count is only one tool.  Even aces 
and kings are not immune to being trumped.  Bridge is replete 
with aphorisms, one of the few that I can remember is “five/four 
bid more” also “five/five come alive”. That is, when you have two 
long suits your hand could have considerable potential.  This ex-
plains the prevalence of “trick bids” such as the Unusual 2 NT 
(five of both of the minors) and the Michael Cue Bid (an overcall-
er's cuebid in opponent's opening suit which is normally used to 
show a two-suited hand with at least five cards in each suit and 
eight or more points). 
Of course, this type of bidding is useful only when partner under-
stands what she is being told and knows when to use this infor-
mation. I hasten to add, that having a “reasonable” number of 
HCP is almost always an essential prerequisite.   
The James Bond Hand.  Perhaps the extreme example of the sig-
nificance of shape was shown in the James Bond novel/film of 
Moonraker where James Bond plays bridge against the evil Hugo 
Drax. Drax is an infamous card cheat.  Bond pretends to be drunk 
and is playing for large amounts of money. He finally bids 7 Clubs 
while sitting South.  He only has eight HCP.  Drax sitting East has 
31 HCP and maliciously doubles the 7 Clubs sensing a killing.  This 
hand, known as The Duke of Cumberland hand, allows Bond to 
make a small fortune and humiliate Drax.  Of course, had Drax 
bothered to bid either 7 Spades or 7 Hearts rather than double 
Mr. Bond, things would have been different. 
The hand was: 

Hand Evaluation - Shape                                           North 
  Spades:    10, 9,8, 7 

                     Hearts:     6,5,4,3 

  Diamonds: - 

  Clubs:  7,6,5,3,2 

 

West    East (Drax)
           
Spades: 6,5,4,3,2 Spades:   A, K, Q, J 

Hearts: 10,9,8,7,2 Hearts: A, K, Q, J 

Diamonds: J,10,9  Diamonds: AK 

Clubs:  -  Clubs  K, J,9 

 

                                South (James Bond) 
  Spades: - 

  Hearts: - 

  Diamonds: Q,8,7,6,5,4,3,2 

  Clubs:  A, Q,10,8,4 

If this small  

vignette has 
piqued your inter-
est can I recom-
mend Marty Ber-
gen’s excellent 
book: Points 
Schmoints!  

 
There are many 
references on-
line to the im-
portance of shape 
when assessing 
your hand.  
Andrew Robson 
says 
(https:www.andrewrobson.co.uk/article/
beginner_corner/641) 
“Shape is so important that I would recommend 
looking at your shape before even counting your 
points.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For those players who use various rules to aid 
their bidding, the following is one that caters for 
a shapely hand.  
 

Rule of 20 - Refers to a secondary hand evalua-
tion method when a hand does not have suffi-
cient strength to open bidding using a traditional 
point count. A player may open the bidding when 
his High Card Point total plus the total number of 
cards held in the two longest suits totals 20 or 
more. 

Shape (decreasing in frequency) Marks/10 

4-4-3-2 5 

5-3-3-2 6 

5-4-3-1 (favourite) 9 

5-4-2-2 7 

4-3-3-3 3 

6-3-2-2 8 

https://www.andrewrobson.co.uk/article/beginner_corner/641)says
https://www.andrewrobson.co.uk/article/beginner_corner/641)says


When you must ignore your partner! 

Bridge is a partnership game, and much of what we try to do at 
the Bridge table is communicate with our partner. But sometimes 
the Law requires us to ignore what partner says or does. 

Let’s start with an obvious example – when partner shows visible 
signs of displeasure! The opposition wins the auction, you are on 
lead, and you lead a club. Partner frowns, sighs, wriggles … You 
must ignore these signs that partner doesn’t like your lead; they 
constitute “unauthorised information” (and your partner needs to 
improve his/her table etiquette). 

A more complicated scenario can arise in the play of the cards. 
Let’s say that North is declarer, but West makes the opening lead 
(out of turn) of the Heart Ace. North doesn’t accept the lead, and 
requires East to lead anything but a Heart. In these 
circumstances, the Ace is no longer a penalty card and West 
replaces the card in her hand. Now, everyone knows that west 
holds the Heart Ace, BUT this is “unauthorised information” for 
her partner. In other words, East must “forget” that her partner 
holds the Heart Ace. 

“Unauthorised information” can arise in the bidding as well. A 
situation that is all too familiar is when partner alerts your bid 
and then gives an explanation which is different from what you 
meant– again, ignore your partner. For example, your RH 
opponent opens 1H and you overcall 2NT, intending to show a 
weak hand with both minors. Partner is asked for an explanation 
and states that you have shown a strong hand with a Heart 
stopper. (Do not flinch!) You must ignore partner’s explanation -
whether it is right or wrong – and continue according to your 
original intention. So if partner bids 3C, intending this as Stayman 
in reply to your presumed strong NT, you must interpret 3C as 
telling you your partner’s preferred minor, and PASS. 

Note that if your partner’s explanation is correct, and you have 
made a bid that differs from your partnership agreement 
(presumably because you have forgotten the system) there is no 
penalty and no redress for the opposition. But if your partner’s 
explanation is incorrect, you must let the opposition know – at 
the end of the auction if you end up as declarer, or at the end of 
the play of the hand if you are a defender. In this case, the 
Director may well award an adjusted score in favour of the 
opposition. 

Peter Peterson, Tournament Director 

From the Director’s Desk 

 

 

 

What are masterpoints? Their primary function is as 
an award. The Masterpoint Scheme is intended to 
stimulate interest in the game of bridge and provide 
a means of measuring player achievement. 

Who gives them out?  

The Australian Bridge Federation (ABF) 

How many types are there? Green masterpoints are 
generally awarded in normal club sessions, while red 
masterpoints are awarded in special club events, 
congresses and state events.  Gold masterpoints are 
gained in national events or by attending ABF Gold 
point sanctioned congresses at Canberra, Gold Coast 
or Coffs Harbour (and other state capitals). 

How do you get them? By finishing in the top half of 
the field for pairs or the top third of the field for 
teams in an event sanctioned under the NSW Bridge 
Association (NSWBA) or ABF.  

How does the ABF know to give them to us? Your 
masterpoints appear once the club masterpoint sec-
retary or event coordinator submits the masterpoint 
awards to the ABF Masterpoint Centre and pays any 
relevant fees.   

What is the McCutcheon Trophy? The player who 
has accumulated the highest number of master-
points that year is the winner of the McCutcheon 
Trophy. 

How do we find out how many we have? You can 
look up your current masterpoints details on line - 
http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/myawards.asp 

The masterpoint system often appeals to members 
because it lets them know their approximate overall 
ranking relative to every other member. The ranks 
that members earn as they achieve various plateaus 
of masterpoint holdings serve as close approxima-
tions of their overall standing. If you look at the Mas-
ter Rankings Table, you can see you cannot move 
beyond a Regional Ranking without Red MPs, and a 
National Ranking without Gold MPs. http://
www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/helpranklist.asp 

How can I find out more?  

You can read more about Masterpoints on-line: 
http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/mpmanual.asp 

How can I earn the different masterpoints at New-
castle Bridge Club?  

GREEN points are awarded in regular bridge ses-
sions. RED points are awarded in special red point 
events that are listed in the Club Programme book-
let. GOLD points are awarded in our Club’s GNOTS 
qualifying sessions and Regional final.  

Check out page3 of ABF August Newsletter http://
www.abfevents.com.au/newsletter/August2019.pdf 

for an explanation of their Masterpoint website. 

Masterpoints Explained Are masterpoints important?  

They are as important as you want them to be! 

The editor of the August ABF newsletter :“...most sportspeople 
lose more than they win. Even at top level, nearly everyone falls 
short of the target they were hoping for, and it’s important (if you 
can manage it) to not let your enjoyment or your self esteem be 
determined solely by your finishing position or your win rate. Easi-
er said than done, of course, but at the end of the day it’s just a 
game, and the social benefits are still worthwhile even when the 

results are disappointing.” 

http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/myawards.asp
http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/helpranklist.asp
http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/helpranklist.asp
http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/mpmanual.asp
http://www.abfevents.com.au/newsletter/August2019.pdf
http://www.abfevents.com.au/newsletter/August2019.pdf

